
 
FOREWORD. 

 
                               

 
Despite having a comparatively short history, there are many gaps in the published information on 
the early years of Western Australia following the arrival of the first European settlers.  Until the 
discovery of gold in the 1880s, the State’s population remained comparatively small, and as a 
consequence did not produce an abundance of printed records. Because of this, the handwritten 
Minutes of the early years of the Legislative Council provide a rare and irreplaceable record of that 
period. This publication will assist in filling some of the historical gaps, by providing for the first time 
an accurate and readily accessible collection of the official proceedings of Western Australia’s 
legislature from its first meeting in 1832 until 1870. 
 
History is constantly being revised and re-interpreted. The reappraisal of the impact of white 
settlement on Indigenous society is a significant contemporary example of this process. The ability to 
explore and understand our history relies on access to the original historical records. Until this 
publication, an especially historic phase of these official parliamentary records was difficult to access 
and in practical terms available only to a handful of scholars. 
 
The publication of this volume completes another significant addition to the body of Western 
Australian parliamentary history material completed by the Parliamentary History Advisory 
Committee. I acknowledge the ongoing contribution of the Committee’s Chairman, Emeritus 
Professor David Black, and the other Committee members in their important work.  In this instance, 
the Committee has been assisted by a number of Parliamentary staff, and could not have completed 
the project without the substantial and painstaking contribution made by the Parliament of Western 
Australia’s Reporting Services Manager, Belinda Corey, and several of her Hansard team. I also 
acknowledge the support for this project provided by my colleague Peter McHugh, Clerk of the 
Legislative Assembly. 
 
I recommend this publication wholeheartedly to all persons interested in the history of Western 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
MALCOLM PEACOCK 
CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
 
 

 


